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LETTERS 


What  a  splendid  choice 
for  the  Speirs  Medal! 

Hugh  is  first  and  foremost,  a  thor- 
ough gentleman  of  incredible  integrit}', 
with  a  profoimd  sense  of  fair  play  and  a 
developed  concern  for  others.  He  care- 
fi.ill)'  weighed  the  issue  at  hand  and  one 
could  almost  see  his  mind  ticking  over 
before  he  delivered  an  incisive  opinion, 
which  invariably  proved  to  be  the  right 
call. 

Hugh  is  a  great  family  man;  Jane 
and  their  children  are  a  closely-knit 
unit.  Over  the  years,  Helene,  my  wife, 
and  I  have  developed  a  warm  friendship 
with  the  Norsworthys  and  we  have 
often  visited  one  another;  to  this  day, 
we  keep  in  communication. 

I  am  thrilled  that  Hugh  received  the 
Speirs  Medal. 

-Mr.  Alexis  S.  Troubetzkoy 


It's  a  small  world... 

J'enseigne  depuis  deirx  ans  au  Baie- 
Comeau  High  School  comme 
professeure  de  fran^ais  a  I'elementaire  et 
en  charge  de  la  restructuration  du 
programme  de  fran^ais.  De  plus,  un  de 
mes  collegues  est  un  ancien  etudiant  de 
Selwyn  House,  Steven  Kohner.  Steven  a 
etudie  avec  Nancy  Allard-Coutu  a 
Bishops.  Le  monde  est  petit! 

-  Wendy  Sexton 
(French  teacher  92-93) 


I  ran  into  John  Warner  '79  at  a 
Gratefol  Dead  show  in  Vermont.  It  was 
not  possible  to  tell  if  there  were  other 
SHS  grads  on  site.  Of  course  we  didn't 
realize  it  would  be  one  of  the  Dead's  last 
shows.  Gerry  Garcia  R.I.P. 

-Chris  Chapman  '79 


Good  Wishes... 

Annual  Giving  seems  to  have 
slipped  past  me  this  year,  so  I  hasten  to 
send  my  cheque  for  1995.  I  am  very 
happy  to  see  the  school  grow  and 
prosper.  Both  my  sons,  John  and  Neil, 
were  students  there,  and  I  served  as  a 
Governor  under  both  Robert  Speirs 
and  Alexis  Troubetzkoy.  Now,  I  see  my 
grandson,  Ian,  smiling  from  the  back 
page  of  this  magazine  (Summer  '95). 
May  things  go  well  for  SHS  in  '96. 

-  Phyllis  Matheson 


Annual  Giving  Update 

The  school  is  pleased  to  announced  that  as  Phase  I  of  the  1995-96 
Annual  Giving  campaign  comes  to  a  close,  we  have  raised  approximately 
the  same  amount  of  money  as  we  had  at  this  time  last  year.  However,  at  this 
time  last  year,  we  had  already  finished  most  of  our  campaigning. 

So  far,  341  donors  have  participated  in  Annual  Giving  1995-96  and  have 
contributed  approximately  the  same  amount  of  money  as  the  497  donors 
who  participated  at  this  time  last  year.  This  year's  gifts  have  increased,  on 
average,  by  40%.  We  would  like  to  express  our  gratitude  to  our  new  donors 
and  thank  our  faithful,  yearly  contributors  for  participating. 

Phase  II  of  the  campaign  will  begin  shortly,  focusing  on  those  who  have 
not  yet  participated,  through  such  means  as  the  Annual  Old  Boys'  Phona- 
thon  and  the  current  parents'  phone  and  letter  campaign. 

Most  gifts  have  been  in  the  form  of  cheques;  however,  more  donors  have 
chosen  to  use  their  credit  cards  this  year.  We  accept  Visa,  Master  Card  and 
American  Express.  If  you  have  not  yet  done  so,  we  would  like  to  encourage 
you  to  participate  in  this  year's  campaign. 


V  e  r  I  i  cc  s 


If  you  have  a  story 
suggestion,  a  correction 
or  a  comment  about 
Veritas,  you  can  contact 
its  editor,  Jennifer-Lee 
Thomas,  at: 

mail:    95  Cote  St.  Antoine 
Westmount,  Qc. 
H3Y  2H8 

tel:       (514)931-9481 

fax:      (514)931-6118 

e-mail:  thomasjl@selwyn.ca 
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PROFILE 


Hu^h  H.  Norsworthy 

is  this  year's 

Speirs  Medal 

recipient 


By  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 


Mr.  Norsworthy  is  a  native  Montrealer, 
born  in  1921.  Upon  completing  his 
studies  at  Selwyn  House  School, 
which  was  then  located  on  Redpath  Street  and 
did  not  offer  a  full  college  entrance  education, 
Mr.  Norsworthy  continued  his  education  at 
Bishop's  College  School.  Following  graduation, 
he  entered  McGill  University  in  the  fall  of  1939. 
However,  like  so  many  of  his  contemporaries,  he 
postponed  his  education  upon  completion  of  his 
freshman  year  to  join  the  services. 

After  training  with  the  Royal  Canadian  Air 
Force,  Mr.  Norsworthy  saw  extensive  service  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Europe.  He  flew  night 
fighters  and  day  fighter  bombers,  and  led  the 
439th  Squadron  on  bombing  runs  when  the 
Allied  Armies  stormed  the  Normandy  beaches 
on  D-Day.  For  that  and  other  actions  during 
World  War  II,  he  was  awarded  the  Distinguished 
Flying  Cross. 

After  the  war,  Mr.  Norsworthy  returned  to 
McGill,  graduating  with  a  BA  in  1947.  He 
continued  his  post-graduate  studies  at  Harvard, 
where  he  received  a  Master  of  Business 
Administration  in  1949.  He  immediately  went 
to  work  at  Alcan  Aluminum  Limited,  holding  a 
number  of  positions  in  finance,  sales,  and 
marketing  in  Canada,  Britain,  and  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Norsworthy's  tie  to  the  school  was  not 
only  as  an  Old  Boy  but  as  a  parent.  His  two  sons, 
Gordon  '64  and  Thomas  '70,  attended  the 


school.  He  was  first  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  in  1960.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Board  from  1964  until  1967,  which  were  historic 
and  transitional  years  for  Selw)'n  House.  The 
school  had  just  changed  location  from  Redpath 
Street  to  Cote  St.  Antoine  in  Westmount,  and 
much  of  the  building  was  still  under  construc- 
tion as  the  schools  population  and  curriculum 
expanded.  Also  in  1963-64,  the  Board  made  the 
important  decision  to  extend  the  school  to 
include  all  eleven  grades,  thus  offering  a  full 
college  entrance  education  for  the  first  time  since 
its  founding. 

In  1 967,  Mr.  Norsworthy  was  transferred  to 
Toronto  on  business.  However,  upon  his  return 
to  Montreal  in  1976,  he  was  asked  to  rejoin  the 
Selwyn  House  Board  of  Directors  as  Chairman. 
His  second  term  as  Chairman  also  proved  to  be 
challenging  and  fraught  with  change  for  the 
school,  as  a  Board  committee  recommended  the 
introduction  of  the  French  Immersion 
programme.  The  school  also  bought  its  first 
computers  during  this  period. 

Mr.  Norsworthy  retired  from  the  business 
world  in  1984,  and  joined  the  faculty  of  the 
McGill  School  of  Business,  teaching  courses  in 
Industrial  Marketing.  He  retired  from  teaching 
in  1990. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norsworthy  live  in  Hudson,  ■ 
Qc,  where  they  are  often  visited  by  their  rvvo 
sons,  Gordon  and  Thomas,  two  daughters,  and 
seven  grandchildren. 
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Founder's  Day: 


Honouring  our  many  volunteers 


Mr.  Norsworthy 

A  link  between 

the  past  and  the  present... 


By  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 


On  November  22,  1995,  members  of  the  Selwyn 
House  community  gathered  in  the  Lucas  Gym 
to  celebrate  the  school's  87th  birthday,  to  thank 
our  volunteers  lor  their  support,  and  to  honour  Mr.  Hugh 
H.  Norsworthy  '36,  this  year's  Speirs  Medal  recipient. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Norsworthy  '39,  their  son,  Tom  Norsworthy  70,  and  grandchildren,  Lindsay,  Tyler  and  Kelly. 
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In  his  opening  remarks,  Selwyn  Houses  Headmaster, 
Mr.  William  Mitchell,  stressed  the  importaiice  of  the  contri- 
bution of  the  volunteers.  Over  250  people  have  volunteered 
in  some  lorm  or  another  since  the  beginning  of  this  school 
year,  and  "we  could  not  succeed  to  the  extent  that  we  do 
without  their  volunteer  suppon,"  Mr.  Mitchell  said. 

Representatives  from  8  different  groups  of  volunteers 
were  presented  with  roses  in  honour  of  all  the  volunteers 
in  the  school.  The  naming  of  the  groups  highlighted  how 
vital  our  volunteers  have  become  in  the  operation  of  the 
school.  Mrs.  Nori  Churchill-Smith  accepted  on  behalf 
of  the  Library  volunteers,  Mrs.  Barb  Molson  repre- 
sented the  Argyle  Shop,  Mrs.  Lise  Anderson  was  the 
representative  for  the  Turnover  Sale,  Mrs.  Valerie 
Brooks  was  present  for  the  150  volunteers  of  the 
Garage  and  Bake  Sale,  Mrs.  Maria  Zammit  stood  in 
tor  Class  Representatives,  Mrs.  Sally  Harrington 
received  roses  on  behalf  of  the  Billeting  and  Athletics 
volunteers,   Mrs.   Sarah   Colby   represented   the 
parents  who  help  during  the  many  drama  presenta- 
tions, and  Mrs.   Debra  Lazar  represented  the 
volunteers    who    lend    a    hand    in    the 
Admissions  Office. 
The   Chairman   of  the   Board   of  Directors, 
Mr.    Craig    Shannon,    introduced    Mr. 
Norsworthy  as  a  "man  who  has  a  long  and  very 
distinguished  association  with  the  school,  who 
could  be  considered  a  super  volunteer.  He  is  a  tireless 
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orsworthy. 
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friend  and  advisor  to  the  school  who  has  invested 
numerous  hours  and  effort  as  a  Board  member,  giving 
strategic  direction  to  the  school." 

Indeed,  Mr.  Norsworthy  was  a  Board  member  during 
the  transitional  period  when  the  school  increased  its 
educational  experience  to  include  all  1 1  grades  and  moved 
from  its  location  on  Redpath  Street  to  the  present  building 
on  Cote  St.  Antoine  Street.  In  his  second  term  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  Selwyn  House  incorporated  a 
French  immersion  programme  into  its  curriculum  and  its 
first  computers. 

Mr.  Norsworthy's  remarks  were  brief,  but  poignant.  As 
a  good  friend  of  Mr.  Speirs,  he  was  extremely  touched  to 
receive  the  medal,  which  he  said  he  would  "cherish, 
reminding  him  of  his  old  friend."  He  also  spoke  about 
the  foundation  which  men  such  as  Mr.  Speirs,  Mr. 
Wanstall  and  Mr.  Macaulay  laid  for  the  school. 

"Those  oi  us  of  the  older  generation  are  absolutely 
overwhelmed  by  the  vitality  of  Selwyn  House,"  he 
remarked.    However,    with    his    anecdotes    about 
changing  locations  and  trying  to  offer  the  best 
possible  programmes  with  the  least  amount  of  over- 
head budget,  it  soon  became  apparent  that  the  more 
things  change,  the  more  they  remain  the  same.  Mr. 
Norsworthy  showed  the  younger  generation  that 
the  vitality  of  which  he  spoke  has  always  been 
present  and  is  the  reason  why  Selwyn  House  has  devel- 
oped such  a  strong  communit)'. 


T'-f  table. 


f  ^y\met 


S.Softn'84^' 


^C.Porteous 


Winter  Veritas  1 7 


A  Day  in  the  Life... 

of  a  UN  peacekeeper  in  Bosnia-Herzegovina 


BY  Major  Alex  C.  Patch  '77 


%;m:- 
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Where  the  will  to  live  is  evident 


Croatia  is  Major  Patch's  third  UN  tour,  follow- 
ing Cyprus  in  1989  and  Cambodia  in  1993. 
The  article  was  written  shortly  before  the 
announcement  that  Canada  was  planning  to 
withdraw  its  troops  fom  the  Former  Yugoslavia. 

Zero  three  hundred  hours.  Its  dark  while  soldiers  in 
olive  drab  combat  gear  and  blue  berets  or  ball  caps 
congregate  for  a  hurried  breakfast  in  the  mess  hall. 
Eggs,  bacon,  beans,  home  fries,  thick  slices  of  bread,  and 
large  mugs  of  coffee  are  abundant.  The  soldiers  eat 
hungrily  and  well  because  they  aren't  certain  when  the 
next  meal  might  be.  Once  the  meal  is  finished,  they 
muster  tor  role  call  and  final  instructions  from  an  NCO, 
and  then  shoulder  their  rifles,  helmets,  flak  jackets,  and  a 
few  personal  items  before 
heading  off  to  the  vehicles 
that  have  been  lined-up  and 
waiting   since   last   night's 
convoy  briefing. 

By  flashlight,  drivers 
check  their  vehicles  and 
their  loads,  while  the  back- 
ground clatter  of  diesel 
engines  and  the  scratching 
static  of  radio  checks 
continue.  It's  now  0445 
hours,  October  1,  1995, 
and  in  45  minutes,  the 
Canadian  Logistics 
Battalion's 
(CANLOGBAT)  seventh 
convoy  of  this  sixth  month 
United  Nations  peace- 
keeping tour  will  leave  on  its 
14  hour  trip  to  re-supply 
Canadian    Battalion    2 

(CANBAT  2)  which  is  situated  in  Visoko,  a  town 
embroiled  in  civil  war  just  a  few  miles  from  Sarajevo, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The  convoy  includes  over  thirty  vehicles,  carrying 
food,  fuel,  ammunition,  replacement  vehicles  and  equip- 
ment, repair  parts,  mail,  and  all  other  necessities  of  life  to 
the  Canadian  garrison.  It  is  accompanied  by  its  own 


ambulance.  Mobile  Repair  Team,  and  heavy  wrecker 
with  at  least  70  soldiers  who  are  all  commanded  by  a 
Sergeant. 

For  many  of  them,  this  is  just  another  UN  tour  to  add 
to  their  experiences  in  Cambodia,  the  Mid-East,  the  Gulf, 
or  Namibia.  For  others,  it  is  their  second  tour  in  "Yugo." 
CANLOGBAT  is  located  in  the  pine  groves  of  a  dilapi- 
dated but  tranquil  campground  near  the  port  of  Split  in 
Croatia.  Its  perimeter  is  bounded  by  a  regularly  patrolled 
barbed  wire  fence  and  the  rocky  shores  of  the  turquoise 
Adriatic.  The  unit's  maintenance  workshop,  transport 
park,  and  shipping  terminal  is  30  kilometres  away  in  the 
port  of  Sibenik,  a  daily  commute  that  most  would  prefer 
to  spend  catching  up  on  sleep.  The  battalion  is  small  -  only 
265  soldiers  -  but  it  is  responsible  for  varying  degrees  of 
support  to  virtually  all  1 500  Canadians  still  in  the  Former 
Republic  of  Yugoslavia.  For  CANBAT  2,  the  two  convoys 

dispatched  each  week  from 
CANLOGBAT  represent 
its  lifeline. 

In  growing  light,  the  convoy 
snakes  through  coastline 
communities  of  the  Adriatic 
coast.  Olive  groves,  red  tile 
roofs,  and  fishing  villages 
perched  on  rocky  outcrops 
above  secluded  harbours 
flow  past  us.  By  dawn,  the 
convoy  has  begun  its  move 
inland  and  is  slowly 
climbing  high  above  the 
Adriatic  along  a  two-lane 
road  bounded  by  white  cliffs 
rising  straight  up  on  one 
side,  and  a  plunging  drop  on 
the  other.  The  rotting 
remnants  of  vehicles  that 
slipped  off  the  edge  -  or 
were  pushed  -  can  some- 
times be  spotted  far  below. 

In  addition  to  the  official  military  radio  monitored  by 
the  drivers,  there  is  a  less  official  Citizens  Band  radio  in 
each  truck  that  is  a  microcosm  of  the  drivers'  camaraderie. 
Using  names  like  Lurch,  Woogoomoo,  Alphabet,  CC,  and 
Ting,  these  soldiers  -  like  any  truckers  -  love  to  chat  on 
the  CB,  which  also  serves  to  provide  warnings  of  on- 


buildings  which  were  once 
homes  or  offices 
have  become  bunkers, 
scarred  by  bullets 
with  boarded  up  doorways 
and  sandbagged  windows, 
as  the  people  wait 
for  more  shelling. 
-  Major  Alex  C.  Patch  'jj 
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coming  or  passing  traffic  as  well  as  keeping  solitary  drivers 
company.  They  talk  about  the  same  things  all  truckers  do 
such  as  the  road,  weather,  traffic,  police  patrols,  and  pretty 
women  (or  men  depending  on  who  does  the  driving). 
They  also  remark  on  the  less  North  American  sights  such 
as  soldiers,  burnt  out  villages,  dead  animals,  and  the  iden- 
tity of  military  equipment. 

Once  the  convoy  is  over  the  Croatia/Bosnia- 
Herzegovina  border,  the  evidence  of  anarchy  present  or 
past  is  more  apparent  and  snapshots  linger  such  as  an 
unsmiling  careworn  person;  a  friendly  wave  from  a  UN 
soldier  just  as  far  from  home  as  we  are;  tiny  garden  plots 
which  are  cleared  only  by  piling  rocks  into  walls  until 
finally  reaching  soil  but  are  nevertheless  hand-tilled  and 
carefully  tended;  the  unveiling  of  a  village  war  memorial; 
overgrown  graveyards  abandoned  by  neighbourhoods  that 
have  purged  themselves  of  the  wrong  religion. 

The  towns  and  alpine  villages  nestled  beneath  stark 
mountains  seem  so  serene  and  beautifiil,  but  as  we  get 
closer,  the  shattered  roofs  and  gaping  windows  prove  that 
not  a  neighbourhood  has  been  skipped  by  the  wars.  In  the 
downtown  core  of  a  western-style  city,  there  is  a  strong 
smell  of  smoke  from  wood  fires.  The  collection,  splitting 
and  stacking  of  wood  to  survive  the  coming  winter  seems 
to  be  peoples  main  activity.  Buildings  which  were  once 
homes  or  offices  have  become  bunkers,  scarred  by  bullets 
with  boarded  up  doorways  and  sandbagged  windows,  as 
the  people  wait  for  more  shelling.  Despite  gaping  holes  in 
the  walls  or  a  missing  roof,  there  is  proof  of  the  human  will 
to  live  and  to  carry  on  -  laundry  drying  in  the  late  summer 
breeze  flutters  from  every  window.  Some  children  beg  for 
"bonbon"  or  chocolate,  a  few  throw  rotting  fruit  or  rocks, 
but  most  of  them  wave  to  the  trucks  driving  by.  Why  is  it 
children    always    wave    to 


containers 


along  route  PacMan. 


except 


Canadian  soldiers 
in  Canada? 

The  route  crosses  a 
battered  bridge,  its  centre 
span  has  been  blasted  into 
the  river  below  and  the  gap 
has  been  repaired  by  mili- 
tary engineers  with  an  olive 
drab  Bailey  bridge.  The 
route  will  eventually  take  us 
up  a  narrow  gorge  to  bypass 
yet  more  blown  bridges,  to 
pass  100  foot  chunks  of 
highway  resting  at  the 
bottom  of  a  ravine,  and 
along  a  dirt  track  hacked 
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out  of  the  steep  slope  by  the  dogged  effort  and  persever- 
ance of  an  international  medley  of  UN  snappers,  many 
Canadians  among  them. 

This  is  Route  PacMan,  its  trail  marker  the  gobbling 
pie-shape  of  video  game  renown.  Not  all  the  trucks  can 
negotiate  its  180  degree  switchbacks  up  the  mountainside 
near  Kresevo  in  just  one  attempt,  and  the  spectre  of 
rusting  hulks  far  below  again  haunts  everybody  in  the 
convoy.  The  dust  is  a  fine,  white  flour  that  coats  every- 
thing, and  blinds  us  from  the  UNHCR  convoy  (United 
Nations  High  Commission  for  Refiigees)  that  hurtles  out 
of  the  mists  towards  us  at  precisely  the  wrong  moment. 

At  last  we  reach  a  Canadian  checkpoint,  and  our  escort 
of  armoured  vehicles  accompanies  us  on  the  final  miles  to 
Visoko  and  CANBAT  2.  The  rifle  in  the  rack  behind  us, 
the  helmet  within  arm's  reach,  and  the  flak  vest  we  wear, 
all  feel  out  of  place  as  we  roll  through  a  grey  and  dismal 
village  in  the  fading  autumn  light.  The  weary  people  snub 

us  as  they  would  any  occu- 


The  towns  and  alpine  villages 
nestled  beneath  stark 
mountains  seem  so  serene 

and  beautiful, 

but  the  shattered  roofs 

and  gaping  windows 

prove  that  not  a 

neighbourhood  has  been 

skipped  by  the  wars. 


pation  army.  We  are  just  an 
inconvenience. 
By  the  time  we  arrive,  it  is 
cold  and  dark.  The  drivers 
hurry  to  drop  off  today's 
cargo,  refiicl,  and  pick  up 
tomorrow's  cargo  for  the 
return  trip.  They  eat  and 
attend  to  their  trucks  before 
heading  off  to  bed. 
Tomorrow  at  0500,  it  will 
begin  again.  The  only 
consolation  is  the  promise 
of  a  spectacular  sunset  over 
the  Adriatic  on  the  way 
home. 
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Selwyn  House  connects  to  the 

Information 

Super  Highway 


Selwyn  House  is  excited  to  announce  that  the  school 
is  connected  to  the  Information  Super  Highway  as 
of  this  fall.  Over  24  computers  in  the  Lucas 
Building  provide  direct  access  to  the  Internet  for  students, 
faculty,  parents  and  alumni. 

Selwyn  House  has  long  made  a  commitment  to 
providing  students  with  an  education  of  exceptional  depth 
and  scope  through  an  enriched  curricidum  that  develops 
students'  ability  to  think  creatively  and  critically  as  well  as 
to  be  able  to  communicate  ideas  well. 

In  todays  societ)',  those  skills  are  doubly  important 
because  of  the  large  influence  of  technolog)'  and  the 
rapidity  with  which  change  occurs.  A  student  must  learn 
to  adapt  and  be  independent  in  order  to  excel  in  todays 
world.  Our  aim  is  to  prepare  Selwyn  House  students  for 
this  new  world  of  communication  and  information.  We 
want  to  give  students  the  confidence  in  their  skills  and 
abilities  to  be  able  to  meet  the  high  expectations  of  a  tech- 
nologically advanced  world. 

The  Internet 

The  Internet  is  a  technolog)'  that  allows  computers 
from  all  over  the  world  to  communicate  with  each  other, 
and  share  databases  of  information.  Individual  users  then 
have  access  to  an  enormous  quantity  of  information  on 
almost  any  topic  imaginable.  The  Internet  ties  our  society 
together,  providing  the  link  to  a  more  global  world.  Once 
one  connects  his/her  computer  to  a  telephone  line  through 
a  modem  and  purchases  access  to  the  Internet  through  a 
company  such  as  MegaWeb  Inc.,  then  he/she  has  access  to 
a  wealth  of  information  from  anywhere  on  the  planet. 

This  technology  offers  many  opportunities  for  a  school 
such  as  Selwyn  House.  Not  only  can  students  access  the 
Library  of  Congress  for  a  research  project  on  the  U.S. 
Constitution,  for  example,  but  faculty  can  exchange  ideas 
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with  teachers  from  other  parts  of  the  world  such  as 
Australia  or  Japan.  Students  can  also  exchange  ideas  with 
other  students,  and  it  costs  no  more  than  what  the  school 
pays  each  month  for  the  telephone  line  and  access. 
Therefore,  a  student  can  remain  "on-line"  with  another 
student  in  Africa  all  day,  and  it  will  not  cost  any  more  than 
if  he  were  "on-line"  with  a  student  in  Montreal. 

The  Internet  is  separated  into  different  pans  much  as  a 
highway  is  separated  into  different  lanes.  One  such  'lane' 
is  used  for  what  is  known  as  e-mail.  E-mail  is  the  popular 
expression  for  electronic  mail,  which  simply  allows  a 
person  to  send  a  letter  to  another  person  through  a 
computer  -  pro\'ided  they  both  ha\'e  an  e-mail  address. 
The  concept  is  similar  to  sending  a  letter  b\'  post.  One 
needs  an  address  to  send  the  letter  and  a  return  address; 
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however,  e-mail  takes  seconds  while  we  all  know  how  reli- 
able regular  mail  is.  The  students  and  faculty  can  use  their 
e-mail  addresses  to  communicate  with  people  from  all 
over  the  world. 

Another  lane  on  the  Information  Super  Highway  is 
known  as  the  Wodd  Wide  Web  (WWW).  It  is  the  par't  of 
the  Internet  in  which  users  access  "pages"  containing  text, 
pictures,  and  links  to  other  "pages"  with  similar  or  related 
topics  of  interest.  The  links  to  other  pages  are  numerous 
and  are  used  to  navigate  through  the  Web  to  find  more 
data  and  information.  Files  can  be  downloaded,  and 
pictures  and  text  may  be  printed  for  later  reference.  This 
part  ol  the  Internet  is  very  user-friendly  because  it  is 
comprised  mostly  of  graphics  instead  of  being  purely  text 
driven. 

Searching  through  the  Web  is  generally  a  straight- 
forward task,  but  it  can  take  time  to  find  the  precise  infor- 
mation required.  The  computer  science  courses  have 
devoted  several  classes  to  using  the  different  search  engines 
available,  and  to  teach  students  how  to  search  for  specific 
information.  Other  disciplines  are  now  finding  the  Web  a 
very  usefijl  tool  which  can  vastly  reduce  research  time  and 
therefore  create  more  time  for  the  analysis  of  the  informa- 
tion gleaned. 

A  NEW  KIND  OF  EDUCATION 

We  believe  that  the  Internet  will  contribute  to  signifi- 
cant, positive  reform  in  education.  Because  students  will 
be  spending  less  time  searching  for  information  due  to  the 
large  number  of  easily  accessible  facts  on  the  Internet,  we 
must  now  help  them  learn  how  to  discern  what  is  relevant 
and  what  should  be  discarded.  Students  will  be  spending 
more  time  pondering  the  information  they  have  collected 
instead  of  gathering  it. 

Educators  become  navigators  who  guide  students  in 
their  quest  for  information,  and  teach  the  students  how  to 
handle  the  information,  how  to  think  critically  about 
what  they  need  to  know,  and  how  to  use  it.  That  includes 
what  to  do  when  one  comes  across  inappropriate  material, 
especially  on  the  Internet. 

Much  media  attention  has  been  focused  on  the 
amount  of  inappropriate  material  on  the  Internet, 
prompting  Selwyn  House  to  examine  several  options  to 
ensure  that  the  least  amount  of  inappropriate  material  falls 
into  the  hands  of  our  students. 

The  approach  the  school  has  decided  to  take  combines 
the  use  of  a  restrictive  software  package  along  with  educa- 
tion about  proper  usage  of  the  Internet.  The  software 


:n' 


Netscape:  Selmyn  House  School 


-'[3- 


IrJ 
Home 


Reload 


Images 


Open 


a 

Print 


Find 


mi 


Location  :  [file   /y'/J31^-le'^20H[^■'[■^■^^  ^r^p'^rOFolj^r /SHSwEE/'Schiool-Ftl^.- /inJe^   html 

Vhat's  Ne%v?|   Vh^<'5.Cool?  |       Handbook      |      Net  Search    |  Ngt  Direetorij |     Newsgroups  | 


Oftwizei  for  Hetsc»»t  H^Tiirttor  1.1  or  keit«r 

Welcome  to  Selwyn  House  School 

Bientot,  ime  Tcrsion  de  cene  p^e  sera  en  fran^ais 


Selvyn  House ,  an  independeftt  boys'  school,  provides  students  vitfj  an  educatton  of  exceptional 
depth  and  scope  m  preparation  for  their  entrence  to  university  The  programme  is  complemented  by 
a  comprehensive  and  challenging  athletic  and  extracurricular  programme  Each  student  is 
encouraged  to  tvork  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  id  develop  a  strong  sense  of  responsibility  tovaid 
the  school  community  and  his  studies  Our  goals  are  that  students  vill  acquire  positive  attitudes  to 
scholarship  and  recreation,  learn  clanty  of  thinking  and  self  expression  and  guide  themselves  ■with 
a  high  degree  of  personal  mtegnty 


package  that  Selwyn  House  uses  is  called  Surfwatch. 
Surfwatch  is  installed  on  each  computer  and  cannot  be 
removed  from  the  computer  without  using  the  password 
which  is  known  only  by  the  Headmaster  and  the  Director 
ol  the  Development  Office. 

The  software  is  designed  by  a  company  in  California 
which  surfs  the  Net  daily  in  search  of  inappropriate  mate- 
rial. This  company  then  compiles  a  list  ot  such  material 
and  downloads  it  into  their  clients'  computers.  If  a  student 
tries  to  access  a  page  which  is  on  Surfwatchs  list,  a  message 
that  this  page  has  been  blocked  by  Surfwatch  appears  on 
their  computer. 

The  programme  is  not  100%  effective,  however, 
because  the  owner  of  a  blocked  page  can  change  the  page's 
name,  making  that  page  accessible  again.  That  is  why 
Selwyn  House  combines  education  about  Internet  usage 
with  the  software. 

Advocates  of  free  speech  condemn  software  packages 
such  as  Surfwatch  because  of  censorship  issues.  However, 
it  is  impossible  for  a  teacher  to  be  aware  of  where  20 
students  are  surfing  at  the  same  time,  and  therefore  it  is 
important  to  ensure  some  safeguard. 

For  every  piece  of  inappropriate  material  on  the 
Internet,  there  are  thousands  of  other  sites  that  are  infor- 
mative and  educational.  We  hope  that  the  education 
about  the  Net  combined  with  the  use  of  Surfwatch  will 
allow  students  to  continue  to  use  this  vast  resource. 
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The  logistics 

As  previously  stated,  Selwyn  House  now  has  over  24 
computers  in  both  computer  labs  and  the  library  which 
are  connected  to  the  Internet.  This  connection  involved 
much  technical  planning  which  might  interest  the  "tech- 
nologically advantaged."  First,  we  joined  the  lab,  adminis- 
tration and  Library  networks  in  the  Lucas  Building  on 
ethernet,  which  is  cabling  that  allows  a  larger  amount  of 
information  to  flow  at  a  much  higher  speed. 

Those  networks  are  joined  through  the  Development 
Offices  Novell  server,  which  also  separates  the  administra- 
tion network,  to  restrict  access  and  prevent  students  from 
accessing  their  grades  or  other  sensitive  material. 

Through  the  Novell  sen'er,  the  networks  reach  the 
Gandalf  router,  which  is  the  key  to  organizing  and  sending 
data  to  our  Internet  provider.  Mega  Web  Inc.  The  network 
that  connects  us  to  our  provider  is  leased  from  Bell,  and  is 
called  an  ISDN  connection.  Integrated  Services  Digital 
Network.  This  ISDN  line  transfers  information  at  56k 
which  is  twice  as  fast  as  the  fastest  modems  sold  in  stores 
at  this  time. 

Our  provider  has  its  own  router  which  is  connected  to 
the  Internet  through  a  Tl  line,  which  is  even  faster  and 
allows  for  even  more  traffic  than  our  ISDN  line. 

Soon,  Selwyn  House  will  have  its  own  home  page 
which  will  provide  information  about  admissions  and  the 
curriculum  of  each  grade  level.  The  page  was  designed  bv 
Mark  HoflFman  '99  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  James  F. 
McMillan.  We  hope  to  soon  have  a  copy  of  Vemas  on-line, 
as  well  as  other  Selwyn  House  publications. 

Next  year,  we  hope  to  join  both  buildings  with  fiber 
optic  cables  and  ethernet  to  provide  fiill  access  to  the 
Internet  anwhere  in  either  building.  In  order  to  create  a 
climate  that  encourages  inquiry,  it  is  important  that  both 
the  student  and  the  teacher  have  immediate  access  to 
multiple  sources  of  information  as  well  as  access  to  the 
technologies  that  will  help  them  to  manage  this  informa- 
tion. 

Selwyn  House  spent  over  $82,000  on  five  areas  of  tech- 
nological improvement  this  summer.  The  impact  on  our 
programmes  has  been  considerable.  Not  only  did  we 
purchase  the  equipment  for  access  to  the  Internet,  but  we 
also  purchased  several  new  computers  which  we  have 
placed  on  tables  with  wheels  to  create  moveable  work 
stations.  This  allows  students  and  teachers  to  have  a 
computer  in  the  classroom  to  use  CD-ROMS  or  other 


interesting  software  packages.  The  goal  is  to  equip  every 
classroom  with  all  the  tools  necessar)'  to  provide  the  scope 
of  education  Selwyn  House  students  expect  fi^om  the 
school.  We  hope  to  have  our  own  ser\'er  next  year,  which 
will  allow  students  to  access  the  schools  database  fi-om 
their  computers  at  home. 

As  technolog)'  continues  to  improve  and  change,  we 
must  adapt  our  curriculum  accordingly  to  include  the 
teaching  ot  skills  that  students  are  going  to  need  in  todays 
world.  It  is  our  goal  to  study  the  new  technologies  as  they 
emerge  and  make  a  commitment  to  include  the  ones 
which  we  believe  are  vital  to  our  students'  educational 
experience. 

The  Internet  is  creating  a  new  kind  of  societ)',  and 
those  who  do  not  learn  how  to  use  this  immensely  usefiil 
tool  will  be  handicapped  in  shaping  it.  Selwyn  House 
wants  to  ensure  that  its  students  will  be  active  creators  of 
this  new  societ}',  and  it  feels  it  has  a  responsibilirv'  to  equip 
its  graduates  fully  so  that  they  can  contribute  positively  to 
their  world. 
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How  to 
ensure  your 
child  has 
a  healthy 
self  image 


By  Janet  Plaunt 


A  few  years  ago,  while  I  was  working  as  a  social 
worker  in  an  Ontario  high  school,  a  mother  came 
to  see  me  about  her  concerns  for  her  son.  She  said 
her  son  was  more  anxious  than  other  children,  and  seemed 
eager  to  please  others.  Comments  on  his  report  cards  were 
favourable;  he  was  not  a  behaviour  problem;  however, 
teachers  commented  that  he  lacked  self-confidence  and 
was  reluctant  to  participate  in  class. 

She  had  not  been  worried  about  this  since  he  was 
successful  in  school,  and  had  several  friends.  However,  he 
was  to  enter  high  school  and  she  was  concerned  that  he 
would  become  in\olved  with  the  wrong  group  of  friends 
because  he  was  so  willing  to  go  along  with  others.  She  was 
afi-aid  she  had  not  prepared  him  to  deal  with  the  new 
stresses  and  demands  he  would  experience  as  an  adoles- 
cent. She  wanted  guidance  and  some  ideas  on  how  she 
could  help  boost  her  son's  apparent  low  self-esteem. 

As  a  Selwyn  House  student  counselor,  I  speak  with 
several  parents  who  contact  me  with  concerns  about  their 
child's  self-esteem,  and  young  people  see  me  about 
different  concerns,  whether  it  be  family  or  peer  difficulties, 
which  stem  from  poor  self-esteem  and  lack  of  confidence 
in  dealing  with  the  difficult)'  at  hand.  All  parents  hope  to 
raise  children  who  feel  good  about  themselves,  feel  good 


about  who  they  are  and  what  they  do.  The  following  are  a 
few  steps  parents  can  take  to  help  ensure  the  development 
of  a  healthy  self-esteem  in  their  children. 

Commitment  to  Parenting 

Raising  healthy  children  who  are  confident  in  their 
abilities  and  who  like  themselves  is  a  full-time  career,  and 
takes  daily  commitment  for  eighteen  years  or  more.  Many 
parents  read  the  latest  books  on  parenting  techniques,  and 
take  all  the  parenting  courses  available  in  order  to  succeed 
at  the  most  difficult  job  in  which  they  have  become 
employed.  These  parents  are  completing  the  first  impor- 
tant steps  of  raising  healthy  children.  However,  it  is  neces- 
sar)'  for  them  to  consider  consciously  how  we,  as  a  society, 
want  to  parent,  what  our  goals  of  parenting  are,  and  what 
our  children  need  from  us  each  day.  There  are  no  special 
techniques,  courses  or  books  that  can  help  do  the  job 
unless  an  effort  is  made  to  practise  what  is  learned. 

It  is  equally  important  that  parents  take  care  of  them- 
selves and  find  time  (at  least  30  minutes  each  day)  for 
themselves.  Parents  must  have  an  opportunity  to  connect 
with  each  other  at  least  once  or  twice  each  week  to  debrief 
about  the  children  and  offer  one  another  support.  Single 
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parents  also  need  someone  they  trust  from  whom  they  can 
receive  support. 

Finally,  we  must  recognize  that  there  is  no  perfect  way 
to  parent,  and  that  all  parents  make  mistakes  from  time  to 
time.  Therefore,  we  make  sure  we  dont  set  unrealistic 
goals  for  ourselves  as  parents. 

Encouragement  and  Approval 

How  often  do  we 
get  caught  up  in  the 
negative  behaviours  ol^ 
the  children  we  most 
love?  Our  expectations 
are  usually  high  and 
lead  to  being  caught  in 
the  "corrective  mode": 
"Don't  do  that...  Do  it 
this  way...  Here  let  me 
do  it..."  Children,  as 
adults,  respond  better  to  positive  feedback  than  negative. 
You  may  want  to  do  a  little  test  with  yourself  and  count 
the  number  of  times  you  give  negative  feedback  to  \'our 
child  during  the  day.  A  child  needs  to  hear  at  least  two 
positive  comments  for  ever)'  negative  one.  If  you  find  it 
difficult  to  keep  track  of  this  ratio  during  the  day,  make 
sure  you  give  your  child  at  least  five  positive  comments  a 
day. 

Becoming  Decision  Makers 

The  idea  of  letting  children  make  decisions  for  them- 
selves can  cause  a  wave  of  panic  to  flow  through  some 
parents.  Some  adults  believe  children  are  not  capable  of 
making  good  decisions.  I  am  not  suggesting  that  we  give 
our  children  free  reign;  however,  if  we  begin  to  allow  them 
to  make  small  decisions  for  themselves  at  a  young  age, 
such  as  which  outfit  to  wear  to  grandma's  or  what  t)'pe  of 
haircut  to  get,  they  will  be  ready  to  make  larger  and  larger 
decisions  for  themselves. 

As  the  decisions  become  more  difficult  with  age,  our 
children  may  need  some  guidance  from  us,  for  example, 
choosing  a  CEGEP.  This  does  not  mean  parents  should 
tell  them  which  decision  to  make  or  disagree  with  their 
decision,  but  it  does  mean  helping  them  to  clearly  under- 
stand the  consequences  of  their  choices. 

Barbara  Coloroso,  a  renowned  parent  educator, 
suggests  that  parents  need  to  intervene  only  if  a  child's 
decision-making  process  is  leading  to  something  "life 


threatening  or  morally  threatening." 

By  allowing  children  to  experience  the  opportunity  to 
make  their  own  decisions,  and  the  consequences  (good  or 
bad)  of  their  decisions,  we  give  them  a  sense  of  control  and 
power  over  their  li\'es  -  a  sense  that  they  are  their  o\\n 
person.  Parents  who  make  decisions  for  their  children, 
and/or  rescue  their  children  from  their  mistakes,  are  giving 
the  message  "you  dont  know  what  is  good  for  \'ou,  I  have 
to  take  care  of  you."  Those  parents  who  remind  children 
"if  you  had  not  made  that  poor  decision  and  done  what  I 
had  suggested,  there  wouldn't  be  this  mess,"  are  also  giving 
the  message  that  "you  are  not  capable." 

Children  need  to  learn  they  can  make  good  decisions, 
and  deal  with  the  problems  that  are  created  by  their  poor 
decisions.  ^Tiat  children  need  when  the\'  have  experi- 
enced something  negative  or  hurtful  is  a  parent  who  will 
listen  without  criticism,  help  put  the  problem  in  perspec- 
tive and  remind  the  children  ot  their  accomplishments. 

Give  Your  Time 

Taking  time  to  have  fiin  as  a  family  and  spending  time 
one-on-one  will  go  far  in  creating  happy  and  secure  chil- 
dren. Time  is  valuable  and  can  mean  considerable  plan- 
ning and  sacrifice  for  parents,  but  it  is  worth  it.  ^Tien 
choosing  family  activities,  let  the  children  have  input. 
How  many  times  have  you  gone  to  the  trouble  of  planning 
what  you  believed  to  be  a  great  outing,  only  to  have  it 
rejected  by  your  children? 

Family  time  does  not  necessarily  mean  trips  to  the  zoo. 
It  may  mean  plaving  a  board  game,  going  tobbogganing, 
or  just  watching  a  mo\'ie  together.  As  children  get 
older  and  enter  their  teens,  they  may  be  reluctant  to  go 
any%vhere  with  their  parents.  One  suggestion  is  that 
the\-  bring  a  friend  along.  This  may  work  until  they 
make  that  final  decision  to  not  join  the  family  in  their 

outing.  Once  your  teen 
makes  that  decision, 
remember  that  in  years 
to  come,  they  will  once 
again  join  in,  if  not 
plan  the  lamily  get- 
togethers  themselves. 

The  idea  of 
spending  one-on-one 
time  with  each  child 
can  seem  over- 
whelming. However,  it 
need     not     be     a 
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substantial  amount  of  time.  It  may  be  a  shared  snack  after 
school,  a  bedtime  stor)',  or  watching  the  hockey  game 
together.  By  spending  time  with  your  children,  you  give 
them  the  message  that  they  are  enjoyable  and  lovable. 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR  FuN 

Helping  your  children  find 
fun,  organized  activities 
outside  of  school  will  help 
them  build  skills  and  pride 
in  their  abilities. 
Providing  a  varied  degree  of 
options  and  letting  them 
choose  activities  that  they 
are  comfortable  with  is 
important.  You  don't  want 
to  put  your  child  in  a 
hockey  programme  if  he 
does  not  show  interest  in  it. 
You  may  find  that  one  of 
your  children  has  interests 
that  are  very  different  from 
yours  or  any  of  the  other 
siblings.  Encourage  unique  interests.  Some  children  prefer 
to  do  independent  types  of  activities  as  opposed  to  group 
or  team  activities.  The  idea  of  encouraging  children  to 
panicipate  in  extra-curricular  activities  is  to  allow  the  child 
to  experience  enjoyment  from  activities  and  to  gain  a 
feeling  of  accomplishment  or  expertise. 

It  is  necessar)'  to  encourage  your  child  to  stay  with  a 
chosen  programme  to  completion,  even  one  that  he/she 
has  decided  is  not  "fun."  That  does  not  mean  a  child  who 
signs  for  piano  lessons  needs  to  stick  with  them  until 
he/she  has  achieved  Grade  10,  but  he/she  should  try  to 
complete  a  season  of  lessons. 

Affection 

Expressions  of  affection  do  much  to  build  a  healthy 
level  of  esteem.  This  can  be  both  verbal  or  non-verbal. 
Children  will  let  you  know  what  their  needs  are.  The  child 
who  often  requests  or  gives  hugs  needs  to  be  touched.  The 
level  of  touching  and  how  you  touch  will  depend  on  the 
age  of  the  child.  Young  children  will  often  want  to  sit  in 
your  lap,  whereas  an  older  child  or  teen  needs  a  hug  around 
the  shoulders  or  a  simple  pat  on  the  back.  Other  children 
prefer  not  to  be  hugged,  and  prefer  positive  verbal 
comments  or  what  is  called  positive  reinforcement  such  as. 


"Thank  you  for  putting  your  dishes  in  the  sink",  "Nice  job 
on  yoiu-  homework,"  or  "You  dealt  with  that  really  well." 

Dealing  With  Concerns 

Children  who  are  experiencing  difficulties  over  a  long 
period  of  time  are  at  risk  of  experiencing  a  loss  in  self- 
esteem.  Children  who  have  special  difficulties  in  areas  of 
learning,  behaving,  or  developing  physical  abilities  are  at 
an  increased  risk  to  other  children.  If  your  child  has  expe- 
rienced learning,  behavioural,  or  emotional  problems  over 
a  period  of  a  year,  it  is  important  to  consult  with  experts 
in  the  field  of  child  development.  Many  children  are 
hampered  by  learning  difficulties,  attention  deficit 
disorder,  and  anxiety.  However,  there  are  resources  to  help 
these  children  and  their  parents  so  children  can  grow 
feeling  good  about  themselves. 

Family  Changes 

Any  significant  family  change  can  alter  your  child's 
secure  world  into  one  of  uncertainty  and  of  distress. 
Changes  that  can  create  anxiety  in  your  child  include  the 
arrival  of  a  new  family  member,  moving,  marital  discord 
and/or  separation,  financial  stress,  serious  illness,  or  death 
in  the  family.  At  these  times,  it  is  most  helpflil  to  consult 
with  experts  in  the  field  who  can  give  guidance  to  parents 
as  to  how  the  changes  can  impact  on  your  child  and  how 
to  support  your  child  through  these  difficult  periods. 

If  we  listen  to  our  children,  and  treat  them  as  we  treat 
others  and  would  like  to  be  treated  ourselves,  we  go  far  to 
help  enhance  their  self-esteem.  We  can  not  shield  them 
from  many  of  life's  obstacles  and  injuries,  but  we  can 
support  them,  guide  them,  and  indicate  our  confidence 
that  they  can  deal  with  problems  and  grow  into  healthy, 
confident  young  adults. 
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Selwyn  Team 


wins 


•     • 


tics  competition 


The  competition  unfolded  like  a  script  from  a  Walt 
Disney  movie.  The  Selwyn  House  Gryphons 
edged  out  the  John  Rennie  High  School  team 
and  was  declared  the  winner  of  the  close  batde. 

The  setting  for  the  plot  was  a  yearly  robotics  competi- 
tion called  Canada  First  which  is  designed  to  showcase 
science  and  technology  in  a  competitive  sport  format  in 
the  hope  of  making  science  and  technology  more  inter- 
esting to  teenagers. 

High  school  students  were  teamed  with  teachers  and 
professional  engineers  from  corporate  sponsors  to  design 
and  build  a  remotely-operated  mechanical  device  which 
competes  with  other  machines  of  its  type.  The  teams  had 
six  weeks  to  design  and  complete  the  robot  before  the 
competition.  The  objective  of  the  programme  was  to 
ensure  students  were  the  driving  factor  in  the  production 
of  the  robot  while  the  engineers  and  teachers  acted  as  advi- 
sors. ]  0  X  : 

"I  learned  many  skills  I  could  not  have  learned  in  a 
classroom  because  with  this  project  we  (the  students)  had 
more  control  to  do  things  for  ourselves  with  a  bigger  goal 
to  strive  for,"  says  Selwyn  House  student,  Andrew  Smith 
'96. 

"This  project  was  a  valuable  learning  experience 
which  none  of  the  25  students  who  comprised  the  team 
will  ever  forget,"  says  Selwyn  House  teacher,  Mr.  Mike 
Downey. 

The  six  weeks  were  gruelling,  with  a  rigid  schedule  and 
many  unexpected  obstacles  such  as  design  flaws  which  the 


By  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 


team  had  to  overcome  in  order  to  be  ready  for  competi- 
tion on  December  1,  1995. 

The  games  were  held  at  the  Cosmodome  in  Laval. 
Eight  teams  from  Ontario  and  Quebec  participated  in  the 
three-day  event.  This  year's  robot  had  to  collect  and 
deposit  balls  into  a  team's  own  goal  or  quadrant,  while 
competing  against  up  to  three  opponents.  The  playing 
field  was  a  carpeted,  24  feet  square,  with  the  goal  structure 
located  in  the  centre  for  the  non-competitive  heats,  and  in 
the  outside  corner  of  each  quadrant  during  co-operative 
heats. 

The  contest  objective  for  both  types  of  heats  was  to 
score  the  highest  number  of  points  by  collecting  the 
highest  number  oi  balls  possible  oi  one's  team's  colour  and 
placing  them  in  one's  goal  or  quadrant  during  the  four- 
minute  heat.  Blocking  or  temporarily  disabling  oppo- 
nents' robots  was  allowed.  Permanently  damaging  an 
opponent's  robot  was  nor  allowed.  Collusion  with  other 
teams  was  also  allowed. 

Many  complications  arose  during  the  competition. 
However,  Selwyn  Houses  team  worked  extremely  well 
together  to  overcome  any  difficulties,  and  even  managed  to 
help  other  teams,  a  fact  which  was  favourably  commented 
upon  by  both  fellow  competitors  and  organizers. 

The  students  would  like  to  thank  their  sponsor, 
Proceco  Ltd.,  and  its  President,  Mr.  Helmut  Schauer,  as 
well  as  the  Proceco  engineers,  Andrew  Chin  and  Robert 
Burns  for  their  invaluable  time  and  experience  with  the 
design  and  construction  of  the  robot. 
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Competition  teaches  valuable  skills 


By  William  Mitchell 


In  early  December,  the  Sel\\yn  House 
Robotics  Team,  composed  of  r\vent)'-five  Grade 
10  and  1 1  students,  won  the  Canada  First  Junior 
Robotics  Games  held  at  Laval's  Cosmodome. 
The  games  have  been  held  for  the  last  three  years, 
but  this  was  the  first  year  Quebec  high  schools 
were  invited  to  participate.  The  games  were 
modeled  on  a  similar  annual  competition  in  the 
United  States. 

The  students,  under  the  supervision  of 
physics  teacher  Mr.  Brad  Moifat  and  science 
teacher  Mr.  Mike  Downey,  organized  themselves 
into  various  task  forces.  Besides  the  design  and 
production  of  a  remotely  controlled  robot  that 
could  collect  and  deposit  balls  into  a  teams  own 
goal  or  quadrant,  while  competing  against  up  to 
three  opponents,  the  team  had  to  demonstrate, 
through  wrinen  and  verbal  presentations  and 
audio  visual  materials,  that  their  project  had  been 
student  driven  with  guidance  firom  engineering 
mentors  and  teachers. 

The  evolution  of  this  partnership  between 
team  members  and  the  professionals  demon- 
strated the  power  such  intense  collaboration  can 
have  in  the  solution  of  the  m)^Tiad  design  and 
production  problems  the  team  faced.  This  was  a 
superb  example  oi  students  and  their  mentors 
learning  and  growing  together.  The  dynamic  was 
powerful  and  productive,  and  it  led  to  success. 

Because  of  this  d\Tiamic,  we  already  coimted 
the  project  a  success  before  the  actual  competition 
took  place.  Much  of  the  value  of  the  experience 
was  already  "in  the  bank"  before  our  robot.  The 
Gr}'phon,  performed  so  well  on  the  final  day. 

We  are  all  very  proud  of  the  achievement  and 
congratulate  Mr.  Mofiat,  Mr.  Downey  and  these 
senior  students  on  their  significant  achievement 
in  this  new  initiative  for  the  school.  As  well,  the 
school  wishes  to  express  deep  appreciation  and 


gratitude  to  our  business  partner,  Proceco  Ltd.,  a 
Montreal  firm  that  manufactures  industrial 
cleaning  equipment  for  a  world-wide  market. 
Proceco's  president,  Mr.  Helmut  Schauer,  a 
current  parent,  seconded  rsvo  engineers,  Mr. 
Andrew  Chin  and  Mr  Robert  Burns,  to  the 
project  for  the  six-week  period.  As  well,  the 
companv  made  their  shop  and  further  human 
and  other  resources  available. 

It  is  projects  such  as  these  which  promote  a 
school/business/community  partnership,  and 
which  develop  independence  that  will  help  us 
improve  the  variet)'  and  qualir\-  oi  legitimate 
educational  experiences  available  at  Selwyn 
House. 


The  Selwyn  House 
Gryphon  Team 

Management: 
Andrew  Smith  '96 
Mark  McCans  '96 


Strategy: 

Carl  Dholandas  '97 
Trevor  Ahmedali  '97 
Misha  Auerbach-Ziogas  '97 
Rishi  Handa  '97 
Michael  Dagleish  '97 
John  Lee  '97 
Michael  Tsoukas  '97 
Brendan  Paull  '97 
Earl  Meriales  '97 
Vinay  Mandy  '96 

Design: 

Julian  O'FhTin  '96 
Charles  Colby  '97 
Sean  Coristine  '97 
Ken  Say  "98 


Design  (cont'd): 

Jasjeet  Minhas  '97 
Kevin  Wang  '97 
Mike  Durcak  '97 

Building: 

Peter  Menzel  '97 
Colin  Cummins  '97 
Graham  Colby  '97 

Video: 

Tim  Gapakov  '96 
Tim  Martoni  '96 
Albert  Law  '96 

Journal  Editor: 

Alexei  .Anikine  '9^ 
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Professional  Development 
at  Selwyn  House 

Preparing  for  the 

Twenty-First 

Century 


By  Kate  Angell 


At  a  conference  a  few 
years  ^o,  the  distin- 
guished   educator, 
Madeleine  Hunter,  was  asked 
why  she  believed  it  was  necessary 
for  all  teachers  to  participate  in 
professional  development  activities. 
"Most  of  the  teachers  1  know,"  claimed  her 
questioner,  "are  dedicated,  experienced  profes- 
sionals and  experts  in  their  field.  Why  should  thev 
need  professional  development?"  Hunter  thought  for  a 
moment,  and  then  replied,  "Even  Olympic  gold  medalists 
need  training." 

This  question  and  Hunters  answer  encapsulate  the 
spectrum  of  views  on  professional  development. 
Traditionally  regarded  by  many  educators  as  a  remedial 
process  for  poor  teaching  methods  (Arin-Krupp,  1989),  it 
has  taken  many  years  for  professional  development  to 
shake  off  its  negative  connotations  and  to  become  estab- 
lished as  an  integral  and  positive  element  of  the  teaching 
profession. 

As  Hunter's  analogy  implies,  schools  are  dynamic 
rather  than  static  structures;  even  those  institutions  with  a 
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reputation  for  excellence 
will  only  maintain  their 
qualirv'  if  they  are  willing  to 
grow  and  evolve.  Well  supported 
by  recent  educational  research 
(Joyce,  1981;  Mohlman  Sparks, 
1983),  this  view  of  professional 
development  is  summarized  by 
De  Jarnette  Caldwell  (1989), 
when  she  writes  "School 
improvement  results  directly  and 
primarily  from  personal  and 
professional  growth." 
At  Selwyn  House,  we  have  a 
well-established  tradition  of 
professional  development  on  an 
individual  basis.  In  the  school's 
mission  statement,  there  is  an 
explicit  commitment  to  life-long 
learning,  and  the  iacult)-  is  putting  this  into  practice  in  a 
number  of  ways.  As  the  most  recent  application  forms  to 
the  school's  Professional  Development  Committee 
demonstrate,  more  staff  members  are  working  for  further 
degrees  and  additional  qualifications.  Equally,  many  staff 
members  attend  educational  workshops  and  conferences 
and  subsequently  share  what  they  have  learned  with  the 
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faculty  upon  their  return.  James  McMillan,  the  Director 
of  Records  and  Development,  regularly  provides  on-site 
workshops  for  faculty  members  to  enhance  their  existing 
computer  skills  and  to  introduce  the  latest  technology. 

Nevertheless,  individual  professional  development, 
while  crucial,  provides  only  one  part  of  the  equation. 
According  to  many  researchers,  professional  development 
also  needs  to  occur  on  ;m  institutional  basis  in  order  to 
maintain  a  high  quality  school  (Schwartz,  1994).  In  other 
words,  growth  as  a  faculty  is  as  important  as  individual 
growth.  To  take  Hunters  sport  analogy  a  stage  further, 
faculty-wide  professional  development  is  rather  like 
training  a  hockey  team;  no  matter  how  excellent  the  skills 
and  expertise  of  the  individual  players,  there  is  still  a  vital 
need  for  teamwork,  for  co- 


the  spring  of  1995.  The  committee  identified  three 
possible  areas  for  the  faculty  to  consider: 

1.  What  are  the  skills,  knowledge  and  values  that  a 
Selwyn  House  graduate  needs  to  be  a  productive, 
successfiil  and  contented  citizen  in  the  21st  century? 

2.  What  are  the  skills,  knowledge  and  teaching  strate- 
gies that  a  Selwyn  House  teacher  needs  in  order  to 
produce  this  type  of  graduate? 

3.  How  does  this  translate  into  action  and  facilities? 

By  posing  these  questions  to  the  faculty,  the  committee 
intended  to  identify  those  aspects  of  the  school  which  are 
already  ftilfilling  the  function  of  equipping  students  for 
the  21st  century  in  addition  to  those  aspects  which  might 

need    to    be    adjusted    or 


operation  and  collaboration, 
and  for  a  common  vision. 

Institutional  professional 
development  represents  a 
major  challenge  as  Selwyn 
House  moves  towards  the 
twenty-first  century.  What 
does  this  mean  in  real 
terms?  Accelerated  peda- 
gogical, technological, 
demographic  and  political 
change  appear  to  make 
institutional  professional 
development  imperative  if 
Selwyn  House  is  to  main- 
tain its  reputation  for  excel- 
lence; however,  a  dilemma 
inevitably  presents  itself 
when  we  try  to  put  a  theory 
into  practice.   It  is  often 


Schools  are  dynamic 

rather  than  static 

structures; 

even  those  institutions 

with  a  reputation  for 

excellence 

will  only  maintain  their 

QUALITY 
IF  THEY  ARE  WILLING 
TO  GROW 
AND  EVOLVE. 


changed.  The  need  to 
provide  a  forum  for 
discussing  these  questions 
brought  us  back  to  the  issue 
of  time.  Thus,  the 
committee  proposed  the 
solution  of  weekly  meetings 
for  groups  of  teachers, 
occurring  within  the  school 
day.  Thanks  to  Colin  Boyle 
and  Rob  Wearing,  who 
adjusted  the  timetable  and 
duty  rota  to  make  this 
possible,  a  meeting  period 
was  substituted  for  one  of 
the  four  lunch  time  duties 
carried  out  by  each  teacher 
per  cycle.  Beginning  in 
September  1995,  these 
meetings    have    been 


difficult    for    teachers    to 

reconcile  the  slightly  nebulous  concept  of  institutional 
professional  development  with  the  relendess,  day-to-day 
pressures  of  teaching,  marking,  and  planning,  to  say 
nothing  of  commitments  outside  of  school.  Although 
professional  development  often  facilitates  the  teaching 
process  and  can  ease  some  of  the  long-term  stress,  many 
teachers  are  understandably  too  preoccupied  with 
meeting  daily  requirements  to  be  able  to  give  much 
thought  to  professional  development  on  a  facidty-wide 
basis,  no  matter  how  desirable  in  theory.  Invariably,  the 
issue  is  reduced  to  one  of  time  and  energy. 

It  was  with  this  in  mind  that  the  Selwyn  House 
Professional  Development  Committee  began  to  look  at 
the  question  of  institutional  professional  development  in 


providing  a  forum  for 
professional  dialogue  and  discussion  among  Selwyn 
House  faculty.  Research  indicates  that  the  opportunity  for 
regular  professional  dialogue  among  teachers  is  one  of  the 
most  effective  methods  for  furthering  institutional  profes- 
sional development,  and  of  nurturing  a  supportive, 
informed  school  ctilture  (Little,  1993;  Schwartz,  1994). 

While  these  meedngs  constitute  a  major  element  of 
institutional  professional  development,  much  remains  to 
be  done.  Discussion  needs  to  be  followed  by  goal-setting, 
identifying  practical  steps  and  strategies  for  achieving 
these  goals,  and  an  overall  time-frame.  Nevertheless,  the 
first  steps  have  been  taken  in  what  promises  to  be  an 
exciting  and  productive  process  as  Selwyn  House  moves 
towards  the  next  millennium. 


Winter  Veritas  1 21 


SPORTS 


Selwyn  co-hosts  soccer  tournament 


The  Selwyn  House  Under  13  soccer  team 


BY  Steve  Mitchell 

On  Thursday,  October  19,  the  Canadian  Independent 
Schools  Under  13  Soccer  Tournament  landed  in  Montreal, 
co-hosted  by  Selwyn  House  and  Lower  Canada  College. 

My  first  order  of  business  was  to  billet  all  224  competi- 
tors, half  of  whom  (seven  schools)  were  welcomed  by 
Selwyn  House  families.  Mrs.  Sally  Harrington  and  Mrs. 
Nori  Churchill-Smith  along  with  the  Physical  Education 
advisor,  Mr.  Alfie  Paoletti,  headed  up  our  billeting 
committee.  Mrs.  Harrington  and  Mrs.  Churchill-Smith 
recruited  seven  parents  to  act  as  team  captains  and  to 
oversee  the  needs  of  each  visiting  school.  The  feedback 
from  all  billets  and  coaches  was  very  positive  and  demon- 
strates how  wonderfully  our  Selwyn  House  families  treated 
our  guests.  Thank  you  for  your  good  will  and  hard  work. 

The  tournament  started  on  Thursday,  October  1 9.  The 
opening  ceremonies  featured  one  of  Canada's  finest 
athletes,  Mr.  Gaetan  Boucher,  who  was  welcomed  by  Mr. 
Ted  Stanton,  LCC's  Headmaster,  and  Mr.  William 
Mitchell,  Selwyn  House's  Headmaster.  Mr.  Boucher 
stressed  the  importance  of  sportsmanship,  effort,  and  fair- 
play  to  the  participants. 

The  three-day  extravaganza  featured  48  round-robin 
matches  and  10  playoff  games.  At  the  end,  Ashbury 
College   of  Ottawa,   and   St.   George's   School   from 
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Vancouver,  were  declared  co-champions  after  the  second 
overtime  period  in  the  final  game.  St.  Michael's  University 
School  from  British  Columbia,  captured  the  consolation 
championship. 

The  Selw>'n  House  team  played  extremely  well  and 
demonstrated  much  poise  in  all  seven  games.  In  addition, 
the  players  were  able  to  participate  in  front  of  an  enthusi- 
astic partisan  crowd.  The  final  results  had  SeKv)'n  finish 
with  2  wins,  2  ties  and  3  losses.  Coaches  Mr.  Alfie  Paoletti 
and  Mr.  David  Cude  engaged  our  players  as  ambassadors 
to  help  with  hosting  the  visiting  schools  which 
contributed  to  the  administration  ol  the  tournament  and 
the  warmth  of  the  hospitality. 

The  tournament  ended  with  a  sensational  banquet  at 
LCC  and  included  a  slide  show,  medal  presentations, 
banners  and  numerous  acknowledgments  to  all  who  made 
this  event  a  memorable  experience. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  following  people:  Mr.  Will 
Mitchell,  Mr.  Alfie  Paoletti,  Mr.  David  Cude,  Ms.  Carol 
Manning,  the  Selwyn  House  Physical  Education  depart- 
ment, kitchen  staff,  administrative  assistants,  maintenance 
department,  billeting  committee  and  our  sponsors,  Adidas 
Canada  and  Gatorade.  I  also  wish  to  thank  Trevor  Smith, 
LCC's  Athletic  Director,  for  his  time,  interest,  and  dedica- 
tion to  this  great  event.  I  enjoyed  working  with  Mr.  Smith 
and  appreciated  his  help. 
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Senior  Soccer  team  wins  championship 


BY  Emlyn  McCutcheon  '96 

This  year's  Senior  Soccer  team  successfully  defended 
their  Midget  city  championship  with  a  convincing  8-1 
victory  over  Hudson  High  on  a  chilly  November 
morning.  The  win  capped  an  undefeated  season  under  the 
genial  coaching  of  Alfie  Paoletti. 

Off  the  field,  there  was  never  better  unity.  Our 
communication  and  chemistry  enhanced  the  on-field 
performance.  The  team  was  a  collective  effort,  made 
possible  not  by  one  or  two  stars  but  by  a  depth  charac- 
terised by  unselfish  play. 

Our  team  participated  in  a  difficult  Under- 19  tourna- 
ment in  Ottawa.  We  headed  down  in  good  spirits  in  the 

Alouettes  alumni  face  off 
against  Selwyn  staff 


Alumni  hockey  game 
to  become  annual  event 


By  Steve  Mitchell 

On  Wednesday,  December  20,  Senior  hockey 
coaches  Steve  Mitchell  and  Tom  NicoU  organized  an 
Alumni  hockey  game  at  the  Verdun  Auditorium. 

The  game  attracted  20  former  players  who  enjoyed  a 


context  of  a  great  opportunit)'  to  play  soccer  against  teams 
from  all  over  the  coiuitry.  Our  record  was  2  wins,  2  losses, 
and  one  tie.  The  experience  was  positive,  and  we  came 
back  with  a  sense  of  pride  and  accomplishment,  knowing 
we  had  given  it  our  all. 

Then  we  had  the  playoffs  to  look  forward  to.  Eugenio 
Burnier  '96  and  Emlyn  McCutcheon  '96  scored  in  our 
2-1  defeat  of  Centennial  Academy.  Our  defense  proved 
to  be  our  strong  point.  We  were  optimistic  heading  into 
the  finals  against  a  team  we  had  defeated  marginally 
twice.  For  some  of  us  playing  our  last  game  of  organized 
soccer,  we  seized  the  moment  and  out-played  our  oppo- 
nents in  a  lop-sided  victory  where  every  member  of  the 
team  contributed. 

By  Steve  Mitchell 

On  December  22,  the  Selwyn  House  staffhockey  team 
played  the  Alouette  Alumni  hockey  team  in  aid  of  the 
Montreal  Children's  Hospital. 

The  game  was  played  at  the  Verdun  Auditorium  afi:er 
the  staff  Christmas  Luncheon.  Former  CFL  players  such 
as  Peter  Delia  Riva,  Tony  Proudfoot  and  Glen  Keeble  led 
the  Als  to  a  4-3  triumph  in  spite  of  the  sensational  play  of 
SHS  staff  stalwarts  such  as  goalie,  M.  Jean  Pruneau, 
defense,  Mr.  Mike  Downey,  and  forward,  Headmaster 
Mr.  William  Mitchell. 

However,  the  real  winners  are  the  children  who  receive 
a  donation  of  $61 5,  the  amount  raised  from  the  raffle.  We 
hope  the  Alouettes  will  participate  in  this  event  again  next 
December.  I  would  like  to  thank  the  staff  members  who 
sold  or  bought  tickets,  and  those  who  played  in  the  game. 


competitive  game  in  a  friendly  setting.  The  Old  Boys 
embellished  old  Gryphon  hockey  stories  and  the  glory 
days  of  real  hockey. 

Some  of  the  former  graduates  included:  Peter  Higgins 
'88,  David  Haimson  '94,  Jamin  Kerner  '94,  Ben 
Wearing  '94,  Mark  Schalfer  '94,  Peter  McEntyre  '94, 
Michael  Lenczner  '94,  John  MacDonald  '95,  Taylor 
Lloyd  '95,  Rob  Fargnoli  '95,  Hugo  Blomfield  '95  and 
Franco  San  Gregorio  '95. 

We  hope  to  make  the  Selwyn  House  Alumni  Hockey 
Challenge  an  annual  event,  and  we  look  forward  to 
seeing  our  graduates  next  December. 
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Wrestling  at 
Selwyn  House 


By  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 


In  1980,  Mr.  Rob  Wearing,  then  a  physical  education 
teacher  and  now  Director  of  the  Secondary'  School, 
started  the  first  ever  wrestling  programme  at  Selwyn 
House  and  began  a  tradition.  The  Gryphons  wrestlers 
were  on  their  way,  winning  the  GMAA  Team 
Championships  (hosted  at  Selwyn)  in  1982,  and  they 
have  been  a  factor  in  the  province  ever  since.  In  1982,  the 
programme  was  taken  over  by  Mr.  Mike  Maurovich,  who 
also  coaches  the  Gr\'phon  Football  team.  He  is  currently  a 
physical  education  teacher  at  Selwyn  House  as  well  as 
Head  Coach  of  the  Vanier  CEGEP  Cheetahs  Football 
team.  In  1988,  Mr.  Rob  Moore  came  to  assist,  and  took 
over  from  Mr.  Maurovich  in  1990.  (Mr.  Moore,  an  assis- 
tant in  the  De\elopmcnt  Office,  currently  coaches  the 


Montreal  Wrestling  Club  and  has  coached  Canada's  team 
at  the  1994  Commonwealth  Games,  1993  World  Cup 
and  1990  Goodwill  Games). 

A  number  ol  athletes  fi-om  Selwyn  have  continued 
their  wrestling  careers  after  graduation,  including  Richard 
Schwartz  '88  and  David  Levenson  '91  who  went  on  to 
compete  both  nationally  and  internationally.  In  addition, 
new  generations  oi  athletes  continue  the  tradition  started 
by  their  older  brothers.  This  year,  Thomas  Sontag  '97, 
Andrew  Johnston  '99,  Adam  Azimoff'99.  Sean  Coristine 
"97  and  Duncan  McEnt)'re  "99,  take  up  where  their  older 
brothers  Tiga  Sontag  '90,  Robbie  Johnston  '90,  David 
Levenson  '91,  Andrew  Coristine  '94  and  Patrick 
McEntyre  '92,  all  of  whom  were  former  GMAA 
Placewinners,  left  oft".  In  1992,  the  Gr)phons  toured 
Holland,  Germany  and  Austria,  competing  against  a 
number  of  clubs,  and  frequently  enjoying  guest  techni- 
cians who  were  some  ol  the  best  athletes  in  the  world. 

Wresding  is  a  tremendously  demanding  sport,  both 
ph)'sicall\'  and  mentally,  and  matches  last  4  minutes  in 
duration  with  no  rest.  In  contrast,  1982's  athletes 
competed  for  six  minutes  with  a  30  second  break  between 
2  rounds  of  3  minutes.  At  the  GMAA  Championships, 
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wrestlers  can  expect  to  compete  in  up  to  6  matches  on 
their  way  to  the  finals  and  face  a  number  of  seasoned 
national  and  international  competitors,  as  well.  It  is  not  an 
easy  sport,  and  participants  must  be  extremely  motivated 
to  take  part.  A  number  of  team  members  train  outside  the 
school,  and  the  Gryphons  have  developed  a  reputation  as 
being  one  of  the  best  technical  teams  in  the  league.  The 
school  has  produced  17  GMAA  Gold  Medalists  since 
1982,  and  two  athletes.  Serge  Ghattas  '85  and  David 
Williams  '95  have  won  the  gold  medal  twice. 

The  league  consists  of  1 3  schools  this  year,  and  Selwyn's 
competitive  schedule  consists  of  12  dual  meets,  the  4th 
Annual  GMAA  All-Star  Meet,  two  open  tournaments  in 
Montreal,  and  one  international  meet  at  Cardigan 
Mountain  School  in  Canaan,  New  Hampshire,  which 
features  280  competitors  and  a  clinic  by  1984  Olympic 
Champion  Bobby  Weaver.  At  the  end  of  the  season,  the 
Gryphons  compete  in  the  GMAA  Finals  and  Provincial 
Championships.  Although  this  year's  team  is  young,  with 
most  of  the  students  in  Grade  8,  the  future  looks 
extremely  promising. 


Year 

1995 

1994 
1993 
1992 

1991 


1988 
1987 
1985 
1984 
1983 

1982 


GMAA  Gold  Medalists  ipSi  -  ipps 

Name  Weight  (lbs) 

David  Williams    163 

Paul  Dery-Goldberg    176 

David  Williams     145 

Robert  Sniderman     87 

Daniel  Roiter    87 

Samir  Sidi    79 

Nick  Robinson     87 

Cody  Barker-Greene     103 

Mark  Lamorey    132 

David  Levenson    79 

Christian  Campeau     Ill 

William  Black    153 

Serge  Ghattas   1 1 1 

Robert  Briscoe    79 

Serge  Ghattas   95 

David  Skinner    138 

Pippo  de  Leonardis     153 
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THE  ARGYLE  SHOP  NEWS 


''Man  of  the  Hour 


» 


The  Argyle  Shops  "Man  of  the  Hour"  has  a 
very  outgoing  and  pleasant  personality.  Graham 
Colby  '96  is  a  Selwyn  House  "Lifer"  and  he  has 
taken  art  with  Mrs.  Ellen  Pinchuk  since  Grade  2. 
At  present,  he  is  one  ol  only  two  students  in  the 
second-year  Art  Matric  class. 

When  Mrs.  Pinchuk  asked  her  students  for 
help  in  creating  some  new  designs  for  items  to  be 
sold  in  The  Argyle  Shop,  Graham,  with  the  help 
of  a  friend,  came  up  with  the  original  design  of 
the  Selwyn  House  watch.  The  design  on  the 
waterbortles  was  actually  meant  to  decorate  a  ski 
hat,  but  Graham  is  very  pleased  with  the  water- 
bottle  idea.  After  his  graduation,  Graham  will 
probably  go  either  to  TCS  or  Dawson  because 
both  schools  offer  interesting  arts  programmes. 
Marketing  is  on  Graham's  mind  when  he  talks 
about  his  future.  We  wish  him  lots  of  luck,  and 
we  hope  that  he  will  create  a  few  more  designs  for 
us  before  he  graduates  from  Selwyn  House. 


The  Sel'wyn  House 
Watch  features  the 
four  Houses,  Lucas, 
Macaulay,  Wanstall, 
Speirs. 
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Alumni  Calendar  of  Events 


Montreal  Old  Boys'  Reunion 

Friday,    May    3,    1996 

Old  Boys  and  spouses  are  welcome. 

Come  for  a  tour  of  the  school  during  the  day. 

Contact  James  McMillan 

for  more  information  at  931-9481. 


Toronto  Spring 
Reunion 

Date  to  be  announced 


Old  Boys 

Ball  Hockey 

Tournament 

Saturday, 
April  27,  1996 


Class  of '86  All  Schools'  Reunion 

Saturday,    May    4,    1996 

Cocktail  Party  at 

L'Hotel  de  la  Montagne 

Details  to  follow 

Selwyn  House,  Lower  Canada  College, 
Sacred  Heart,  The  Study,  ECS  and  Trafalgar 


Vancouver  All  Schools'  Reunion 

Thursday,  February  29,  1996 

St.  George's  School 

4175  West  29th  Avenue 
Vancouver,  B.C. 
Details  to  follow 


Announcement 

The  Old  Boys'  Board  of  Directors 
has  engaged  Harris  Publications 
Company  to  compile  a  directory  of 
Selwyn  House  alumni.  Harris  will  be 
contacting  all  alumni  directly  by  tele- 
phone and  with  questionnaires 
beginning  late  spring.  All  informa- 
tion will  also  serve  to  update  the 
school's  records.  The  directory  should 
be  completed  by  June  '97. 
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Happenings: 

Old  Boys,  Parents  &  Friend: 


Zahir  Bhanji  '88  recently  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  Waterloo 
with  a  Bachelor  in  Mathematics 
(Actuarial  Science).  By  virtue  of 
completing  the  required  exams,  Zahir 
has  been  named  an  Associate  of  the 
Societ)'  of  Actuaries.  He  is  currently 
working  tor  Manulife  Financial  in 
Toronto,  as  an  actuarial  associate. 

Rob  BoeCKH  '93  spent  the 
summer  tree-planting  before  he 
moved  to  Vancouver  to  anend  the 
Universit)'  of  British  Columbia  in 
Forestry. 

Francois  Crevier  '87  recently 
graduated  with  a  Doctorate  in 
Veterinary  Medicine  from  the 
University  of  Guelph.  He  obtained 
the  American  College  of  Veterinar\' 
Radiolog)'  Award,  the  Canadian 
Veterinary  Medical  Association 
Plaque,  and  the  Toronto  Humane 
Societ}'  Scholarship.  He  is  currently 
working  for  the  Eastwood  Animal 
Clinic  in  Rutland,  Vermont. 

William  Dodge  '89  recently 
graduated  from  Trent  University  in 
Peterborough,  Ontario.  He  won  the 
Symons  Medal  for  academic  honours, 
as  weU  as  an  Alumni  Award  in  recog- 
nidon  of  overall  excellence.  He  gradu- 
ated with  Honours  with  a  BA  in 
History. 


Danny  Goldberg  '87  spent 
last  May  in  Kiev,  Ukraine,  teaching 
market  economy  to  adult  students  as 
part  of  the  Leader  Project  from  the 
MBA  School  at  the  University  of 
Western  Ontario. 

He  worked  for  the  rest  of  the 
summer  as  a  Summer  Associate  at  the 
consulting  firm  of  McKinsey  and  Co. 
in  Toronto. 

He  is  now  back  in  London,  where 
he  is  currently  in  his  third  Near  of  a 
joint  Law/MBA  programme  at 
Western  University. 

Josh     Gradinger     '87    is 

currently  in  his  second  year  of  a 
Master  in  Social  Work  programme  at 
Fordham  University  School  oi  Social 
Science  in  New  York.  In  his  spare 
time.  Josh  is  an  animator  for  the 
Communit)'  Service  Programme  for 
Immigrant  Teens  in  East  Harlem,  and 
interns  in  the  Witness  Services 
Division  in  the  Manhattan's  District 
Attorney's  office. 

Richard  Groome  '75  has 
recently  set  up  a  company  called 
Groome  Capital  Advisory  in 
Vancouver.  The  company  specializes 
in  mergers,  acquisitions,  corporate 
finance,  takeovers  and  merchant 
banking  transactions  for  technology, 
service  or  manufacturing  oriented 
companies. 


Jeremy  IcKO\ac  '93  escaped  the 
winter  blues  by  moving  to  Florida  on 
January  1,  1996,  to  study  Marine 
Biology  and  Oceanography  at  the 
Universit}'  of  South  Florida  at  St. 
Petersburg. 

Stephen  KohNER  '80  is  begin- 
ning his  third  year  teaching  in  Grades 
5  and  6  in  Baie-Comeau.  Stephen  is 
married  and  the  father  of  a  two  year- 
old  boy  named  Gabriel. 

Andrew  MacKw  '82  finally 
pursued  his  ambition  to  live  and  work 
in  the  Pacific  Northwest  last  fall,  when 
he  moved  to  Vancouver  and  became 
involved  in  the  investment  business 
working  with  the  CIBC  in  their  new 
Investment  Specialist  Program.  He 
would  like  to  hear  from  any  Old  Boys 
in  that  area  of  the  countr}-  who  would 
enjoy  some  skiing  or  mountain 
biking.  He  can  be  reached  at  (604) 
264-7294. 

Keith  Murfin  '59  is  now  the 
"heating  and  ventilating  specialist"  at 
Cowan-SNC-Lavalin  in  Montreal. 
However,  his  home  base  remains  in 
Ottawa. 

Since  Matthew  Nadler's  '85 

graduation  from  Dartmouth  College 
in  1990,  he  has  spent  more  than  four 
years  working  as  an  advertising  execu- 
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rive  in  Toronto.  He  is  now  looking  for 
new  pastures  to  roam,  and  is  heading 
across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  France  to 
study  for  an  MBA  at  INSEAD.  Before 
heading  for  France,  Josh  will  be 
brushing  up  on  his  French  at  Cornell 
University,  where  his  wife  Sue  is 
studying  Veterinary  Medicine.  Josh 
can  be  reached  by  e-mail  at 
(sck8@cornell.edu) 

After  Brian  W.  Porter  (former 
teacher  and  Director  of  the  Secondary 
School  from  1971  to  1985)  left  Selwyn 
House  in  1985,  he  was  appointed 
Head  of  the  Bermuda  High  School 
and,  subsequently,  Headmaster  of 
Balmoral  Hall  School  in  Winnipeg  in 
1989.  Currently,  he  is  the  Headmaster 
of  the  Munich  International  School  in 
Germany.  He  and  his  wife,  Jill 
Harrington,  and  their  two  children, 
Joan  and  Margot,  are  enjoying  life  in 
Bavaria,  and  welcome  any  visitors. 

Olia/ER  Sasse  '92  can  be  found 
at  McGill  studying  International 
Management,  at  a  Westmount  bistro, 
where  he  works  as  a  busbo}',  or  late  at 
night  as  "Twist,"  one  of  the  hottest 
"jungle"  deejays  in  town.  The  jungle 
sound  is  a  spin-off  from  the  techno- 
disco-rave  scene,  and  Oliver,  along 
with  his  partner  Aaron  Siegner,  are 
making  waves  on  the  after-hours  part)' 
circuit. 

Richard  Small  '76  is  now 
Regional  Circulation  Manager  for  the 
Asian  Wall  Street  Journal,  based  in 
Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia. 


is  free  and  is  published  bi-weekly. 
Distributed  in  1 5  cities  across  Canada, 
it  is  fast  becoming  one  of  the  countr)''s 
foremost  forums  on  gay  and  lesbian 
issues.  David  can  be  reached  at  the 
office  by  post:  4369  St.  Denis, 
Montreal,  Qc,  H2J  2L2,  by  phone: 
(514)  284-4477,  by  fax:  (514)  284- 
9392,  or  by  e-mail: 
76266. 121 0@Compuserve.com 


tions.  Justin  and  his  partner  Michael 
Glazer  have  more  than  100  part-time 
undercover  shoppers  working  across 
Canada,  as  well  as  in  four  American 


states. 


Justin  Vineberg  '88  is  cruising 
the  malls,  and  getting  paid  for  it  too! 
He  is  the  founder  of  Premier  Service,  a 
retail  consulting  business  that  evaluates 
stores  on  the  basis  of  their  customer 
service  and  sales  techniques.  His 
company  also  sets  up  motivational 
seminars  and  regional  sales  competi- 
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David  Verchere  '86  is  the 
founder  and  publisher  oi Attitude  MtU 
Montreal's  only  French  and  English 
gay  and  lesbian  newspaper.  The  paper    I I 
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Weddings 


Timothy  Winn  '85  to  Lisa 
Wilson  on  September  30,  1995  in 
.Brockville,  Ontario.  Attending  the 
ceremony  were  Selwyn  House  Old 
Boys:  Duncan  McLaren  '85,  best  man; 
David  Winn  '88,  an  usher;  and 
Timothy  Bishop  '85,  Talat  Chughtai 
'85,  Andrew  Ip  '85.  The  newlyweds  are 
residing  in  Brockville. 


In  Memoriam 


Peter  Ramsay  Patch  '33  died  on  April  7,  1995,  at 
Cobb  Hill  in  British  Columbia. 

Dr.  Fraser  N.  Gurd  '27  died  on  August  1,  1995, 
in  Onawa.  Dr.  Gurd  was  a  Lucas  Medal  winner.  He  is 
survived  by  his  five  daughters. 


Births 


A  daughter,  Caitlin  Laura, 
to  Robert  Housez  '77 
and  wife,  Kathy,  on 
November  7,  1995. 


Richard  Small  '70  to  Karen 
Leong  Loon  Fong  on  November  18, 
1995  in  Malaysia. 

Derek  Kredl  '85  to  Anne 
Richard  on  August  26,  1995  at  the 
Forest  &  Stream  Club  in  Dorval.  The 
couple  is  living  on  a  boat  in  Hebe 
Haven,  Hong  Kong. 


Obituary 


Donald  N.  Byers  '26 

At  age  eighty-three,  Mr.  Byers  died  on  March  31,  1995 
in  Otttawa.  He  had  suffered  from  a  long  struggle  with 
Alzheimers  and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Anne  V.  Byers,  four 
children  and  seven  grandchildren. 

After  graduating  from  Selwyn  House,  Mr.  Byers  went 
overseas  during  World  War  II  as  Major  of  the  First  Heavy 
Anti-Aircraft  Battery  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Artillery. 

Mr.  Byers  attended  McGill  University  and  received  his 
law  degree  from  I'Universite  de  Montreal.  He  practised  law 
for  fifty  years  with  the  firm  now  known  as  Byers  Casgrain. 

Mr.  Byers  served  on  numerous  boards  throughout 
Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom,  served  the  Royal 
Victoria  Hospital  in  several  capacities,  was  Batonnier  of  the 
Montreal  Bar  Association,  President  of  the  Montreal 
Board  of  Trade,  Alderman  in  Westmount,  and  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  National  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

For  many  years,  Mr.  Byers  was  a  trustee  for  Dorothy  J. 
Killam's  estate,  and  was  responsible  for  establishing  the 
Killam  Scholarship  Program  which  has  already  opened 
doors  to  thousands  of  scholars  in  Canada  and  around  the 
world.  For  this,  Mr.  Byers  received  an  honourary  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Law  from  Dalhousie  University. 
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